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Why don’t computer centers through away responsibility on
users’ home directories?

Masahiko KIMOTO Hiroyuki OHNO Akio NODA

Graduateschool of Information Science and Engineering,Tokyo Institute of Technology

ABSTRACT

Many computer centers construct large scale file servers so that client hosts are able to share ap-
plications and home directories. In that case, there are two problems — the heavy network traffic
and that computer centers take on the responsibility for management of users’ home directories. In
the PICKLES project, we propose the following technique. Each user has their personal information
including their home directories in a smapp portable disk module and carries it. When he uses a
computer, he attach the disk module to the computer, and access to the disk module through a
“portable file system.” The user owns the disk module and manages it under his own responsibil-
ity. The computer centers do not need to take on the responsibility. In this paper, we describe the
overview of this technique. From results of some experiments, we show advantages of this technique

and specify requirement for the “portable file system.”
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